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e Associated Press
" LOUISVILLE — Hours after a

Judge upheld a new state law; dep-

uties in at least one Kentucky coun-
ty arrested convicted sex offenders

Wednesday and accused them of junction Tuesday i

violating new restrictions on how
close they may live to schools and
other places where children gather.

Ten sex offenders sued the state
last month, claiming the new re-
strictions” were unconstitutional

because they force sex offenders to
move from their property without
due process of law and impose
penalties after they have served
S Disnes udge John Hevb
istrict Judge John Heyburn
I refused thefl' request for an in-
, t. The judge
said it wasn't clear whether the law
would cause irreparable harm to
: peolFle who are forced to move.
- “Law enforcement officials retain
the discretion to enforce the new
statute in a humane and sensible

manner, considering all relevant
factors,” Heyburn wrote. .

Fayette County sherif’s deputies
went out shortly after midnight to
enforce the law. .

“We feel it i$ very important
send a strong message from the be-
giqging." Fayette Sheriff Kathy Witt
sai

* Most of those forced to move
lived in older, urban neighbor-
hoods. With a few exceptions, the
law makes downtown Lexington
virtually off-limits to sex offenders.

Ky. county arrests sex offenders hours after judge OK;

* sex offenders had moved since the

summer, leaving about 50 in vio-
lation of the boundary rule, L

lzK late Wednesday morning, 13
of the sex offenders had been ar-

rested and charged with a misde-.
‘meanor violation, the sheriff's de-

partment said, :

Kentucky has miore than 5,000
istered sex offenders.

e law, passed this year by the

General Assembly, bars sex offend-

ers from living within 1,000 feet of

schools, playgrounds and othér
places where children gather,

Itis similar to laws passed in sev-
eral states — including lowa, Indi-

ana and Georgia'— after a convicted
sex offender was charged in Florida
last year with kidnapping, raping
-and killing a 9-year-old gi

_. A judge recently blocked a Geor-
ga provision lll:r.eventi.r;ﬁmsex of-

nders from living within 1,000
feet of a school bus stop.

‘The judge, however, left in place
bans on sex offenders working or

new boundaries

loitering within 1,000 feet ‘of

ch""’?- clgurchesl.s gymnasiums

and swimming pools.

thlowlaa;s la:vn included algrandfa-
er clause people to

in their homggv‘i’fuﬁne hEIed thséarz

before the law took effect.

An attorney for the Kentucky of-
fenders, Michael Goodwin, said by
e-mail that the decision “will force
thousands of people across Ken-
tucky out of their homes,”

He said they would continue
challenging the law in court,
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