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LOUISVILLE - Hours after a
judge upheld a new state law, dep
uties inat leastone Kentudwcoun
ty arrested convictedsex ofenders
Wednesday and accused them of
violating new restrictions on how
close theynuy live to schools and
other places where childrengather.

Ten sex offenderssued die state
last month, claiming the new re
strictions were unconstitutional
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because theyforce sexofendersto
move from their property without
due process of law and impose
penalties after they have served
their sentences.

USDistrictJudge John Heybum
Dreftised their request for an in
junction Hiesdjy night The judg^
saiditwasn'tclearvwiether the1^
would cause irreparable harm to
people who are forced to move.

"Lawenforcement officials retain
the discretion to enforce the new
statute in a humane dnd sensible

manner, considering all relevant
fectors," Heybum wrote.. "

F^ette County sheriff's deputies
went out shorty aftermidnimt to
enforce the law.

"We feel it is very important to
sendastrong message from thebe
ginning." Fayette SheriffKathyWitt
said.
• Most of those forced to move
lived m older, urban neighbor
hoods. With a few exceptions, Ae
law makes downtown Lexington
virtually off-limits to sexo&nders.

Witt said about 200 registered
s^ offenders had moved since the
summer, leaving about 50 in vio
lation oftheboundary rule.

By late Wednesday morning. 13
of the sex offenders had been ar
restedand charged with a misde
meanor violation, the sheriffs de
partment sakL

KentudQT has more than 5,000
registered sex offenders.

The law, passed thisyearby the
General Assembly, bars sex offend
ers from living within1,000feetof

new boundaries
schools, playgrounds and other
places where children gather.

Itissimilar tolaws passed insev
eral states - includU^ Iowa, Indi
anaandGeorgia - aftera convicted
sexoffender was charged inFlorida
last year with kidnapping, raping
and Wiling a9-year-old giil

Ajudge recently blocted a Geor
gia provision preventing sex of
fenders from Oving witiiin 1,000
feet ofaschool bus stop.

The judge, however, left inplace
bans on sex offenders working or

loitering within I.OOO feet of
schools, churches, gymnasiums
andswimming pools.

Iowa's law included a grandfe-
ther clause allowing people tpstw
in their homes if thw hved there
beforethe lawtookeffect

An attorney for theKentucky of
fenders, Michael Goodwin, said by
e-mail that the decision"willforce
thousands of people across Ken-
tuclqrout of their homes."

He said they would continue
challenging thelawincourt


